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Report on the conference Borders as a Result of War
The conference Borders as a Result of War took place in Nove Hrady, 3-5 May 2018. The conference lectures took place on May 3-4, in the Buquoy Palace in Nove Hrady. The associated cultural program ran from May 3-5. The conference was done as part of WP 3 of the DTP Networld project.
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Conference registration in the Buquoy Palace, Nove Hrady, Czech Repub

Forty adults and four youths signed up for the conference. Adult participants included Networld Project Partners, Associated Partners and history and educational professionals from Austria (1), Bulgaria (3), Hungary (2), Slovenia (5), and the Czech Republic (29). Two of the youths were from the regional school for vocational education involved in constructing the new WW I memorial as part of the Networld project.
The focus of the conference was on how WWI impacted the soldiers at the front and in particular the civilians along the front but also in the homelands. Attention was given also how matters changed after the end of the war with the new independent states. 


Lectures
Lectures were given by Networld Partners Soca Valley Development Centre (LP), Foundation Walk of Peace (PP1), Rozmberk Society (PP2), Cultural LAB Social Cooperative (PP5), Danube University Krems (PP7), and Military History Institute (ASP6). Additional lectures were given by experts from relevant Czech and foreign institutions including the Town of Nove Hrady, City of Prague Museum, Memorial of National Literature institute, State and District Archives in Trebon and Ceske Budejovice, the Association of the Ninety-first, and the International Cultural Historical Society of General Borojevich (SI). The lectures were simultaneously translated in English and Czech. 
Several of the lectures showed the significant impact the mobilization and war years had on the local population far away from the fronts, including restrictions of specific foods through food stamps and women as work force.
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Left: Nove Hrady mayor Vladimir Hokr on the impact of mobilization on the Nove Hrady municipality
Right: conference host Robert Dulfer and Mayor Vladimir Hokr answering questions

Wounded soldiers returning from the fronts, prisoners of war (POWs) and refugees also placed a burden on local life. Interesting were the remarks on refugees. The number of refugees escaping from the fights on the Russian front in the Galicia (Halic) and ending up in the Czech lands was staggering. A large and relatively well organization effort helped absorbing the large number of refugees by distributing them throughout the Czech lands, including in peripheral municipalities like Nove Hrady and nearby Jilovice.  It was interesting to hear these lectures with today’s refugee problems in Europe in mind.
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Left: Dr. Julia Walleczek-Fritz, Danube University Krems, on POWs, refugees, and internees in Austria-Hungary
Right: Mgr Bohuslav Rejzl, City of Prague Museum, Czech Republic, on Caring for war refugees and evacuees in Prague

The lecture on the Collection of Josef Vachal showed drawings by Josef Vachal during his time as soldier in WWI. Many soldiers kept diaries or wrote letters to their families at home. Numerous soldiers also made all kind of drawings during the few periods of rest. These drawings are an important part of the WWI heritage and give an extra depth to the war stories helping to make it more personal.  
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Left: Jan Török, Maks Kravanja, and Masa Klavora on joint care for Czech war cemetery on Mrzli vrh in Slovenia
Right: Dr. Hana Klínková, Memorial of National Literature, on The Collection of Josef Váchal
The lecture “Czech – Slovenian cooperation on preserving war monuments on Mrzli vrh” touched upon a direct link between Nove Hrady and the Soca Front. Most of the men from the Nove Hrady region were drafted into the 91st Infantry Regiment (91. I.R). This regiment fought on the Soca front and suffered many casualties, including on Mrzli vrh, a mountain ridge in the Soca valley. A monument to the fallen soldiers was restored in 2016 as a joint Czech Slovenian initiative, including financial support from the Region of South Bohemia. Restoring and caring for the individual graves and other monuments is an ongoing effort. 

Cultural Program
On May 3 and 4, the exhibitions “Moments of War” (courtesy Muzeum Jindřichohradecka) and “Memories of the Soca Front” (Courtesy Embassy of the Republic of Slovenia in Prague) were on display in the venue. Moments of War specifically displays the daily life and activities of the 75th Infantry Regiment. This regiment included soldiers from the Trebon – Jindrichuv Hradec region. The regiment was fighting on the Russian front and on the Southeaster fronts. Memories of the Soca Front shows the different battles along the Soca front (Isonzo front, Italian Front). The exhibition shows special attention to the efforts to preserving this WWI heritage, including the Walk of Peace initiative. It also shows the restoration of a war cemetery and a memorial of fallen Czech Soldiers was restored on Mrzli vrh in a joint Czech – Slovenian effort.   
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  [image: image10.jpg]Do té doby nejvétsi valeény konflik, ktery zasahl velkou East svéta, ]
vypuki 28. Gervence 1914 a trval az do 11. listopadu 1918 ]
Pavodné lokalni stretnuti, valka Rakousko-Unerska proti Srbsku, brzy
pierostlo ve valku kontinentaini a pak i svétovou. Na zékladé uzavie-
hych spojencckych smiuv i podie svych zahraniénépolitickch
Z4jma se do valky postupné zapojovaly i dalSi staty Evropy a svéta.
V roce 1915 vstoupila do valky Italie na strané Dohody navzdory spo-.
jonecké smiouvs z roku 1882, kterou vzniki Trojspolek, v dubnu 1917
sena stranu spojeneckych mocnosti pfidaly i Spojené stity Americke.
Pres éty’i roky trvajici § konflik, ktery byl pozdéji oznaéen
jako prvni svetova valka € velka valka, si vyZadal pres deset milioni
obéti a dvojnasobek zranénych.

Konec prvni svétove valky a vitézstvi dohodovych mocnosti na podzim ]
1918 vedly k rozpadu Rakousko-Uherska, kters v roce 1914 valené.
bésnéni zahsjilo.
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vojini a poddilstojnici 75. pésiho pluku na pamatku vyfotografovat.

onjmﬁﬂmpmm 1 dizstojniky pluku, porucika Kol
Vondrika 23 Vyskovekym prismyk

Pred svymi dotasnymi polnimi pribytky fotografovi pozovali
ivy88i dastojnicl, napt. major Babouczek & setnik Pilz.




Left: exhibition Memories of the Soca Front.  Right:  exhibition Moments of War
On May 3, an excursion was made to the Buquoy Tomb at the Nove Hrady Cemetery and to the open-air Border Museum on the Czech-Austrian border. This small museum shows the 100 year development of this border since the Czech independence. 
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Guided tours at the Buqouy Tomb (left) and the open-air Border Museum (middle). Right: music group Pouličníci 
The day was completed with a buffet in the venue accompanied by the music group „Pouličníci“ performing songs mostly from the early 20th century.  
On May 4, an excursion was made to the Museum of South Bohemia, Ceske Budejovice. Ceske Budejovice was a garrison town, and the main mobilization location for the 91st Infantry Regiment.  Since November 2017, the museum hosts the exhibition “World War I - years of destruction and pain”. The exhibition shows both impressions from the front and the impact and events in the town during the war years. 
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Exhibition World War I - years of destruction and pain. Left an impression from the front 
Right a selection of food stamps from the home front in Ceske Budejovice 
The activities on May 5 were done in close cooperation with the Town of Nove Hrady. On the Town Square, the Association Ninety-first set up a re-enactment camp of the 91st IR, with two members of the Slovenian International Cultural Historical Society of General Borojevich were present in historic uniforms as well.  Local music groups performed music also from the early 1900s.  The local volunteer fire brigade provided food using a historic mobile military kitchen. 
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Left: re-enactment camp by members of the Association Ninety-first (CR) and ICHS General Borojevich (SI). 
Right: using the exhibition Memories of the Soca Front to explain the Networld project to visitors
In the afternoon, conference participants and other visitors went to the Nove Hrady cemetery for the unveiling ceremony of a new monument in honour of the soldiers from the region fallen during WWI. The monument was made by local blacksmith Daniel Cerny as part of the Networld project (WP4). Mayor Vladimir Hokr, Rozmberk Society Director Robert Dulfer (PP2), and Blacksmith Daniel Cerny delivered the commemoration speeches, after which Mayor Vladimir Hokr and Director Robert Dulfer laid a ceremonial wreath at the monument. An honour guard of the Czech en Slovenian re-enactment groups gave presence at the ceremony.  
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Left: honour salute by members of the Association Ninety-first. Right: Networld partners group picture at the new monument. 
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